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old fashioned enough so that we 

won't forget some of the tradi- 
tions established for “old-time” 
Christmas celebrations this year. 


|. nice to think that we are still 


Times when the entire family 
makes a trip to Nature’s own nurs- 
ery instead of Dad stopping at the 
corner to select the Christmas tree. 


Times when the family remains 
at home by the hearth watching the 
Yule Log giving off gay, dancing 
sparks and comforting warmth in- 
stead of dashing off in separate di- 
rections, 


Times when the more fortunate 
cheer the less fortunate with lovely 
old carols and small gifts. Perhaps 
a fruit cake .. ог some delicate 
little cookies. Isn’t it comforting to 
think of the simple things we can 
do? ... The things that make us 
truly happy and our friends and our 
less fortunate neighbors thankful 
that they’re alive. 


Somebody wrote... “At Christ- 
mas play and make good cheer, for 
Christmas comes but once a year." 


We agree ... don't you? This hap- 
py thought is expressed in different 
manners by different people 'round 
the world. Customs are different. 
Personalities are different. And 
foods are different, too. 


In England the one indispensable 
Christmas dish is the plum pudding. 
We're told that the original name 
for this spicy bit of steaming good- 
ness was furmety . . . which accord- 
ing to our informer was “wheat 
boiled until the grains burst, and 
when cool strained and boiled again 
with milk and yolks of eggs.” How 
plum puddings have changed!) 


In thousands of little parks in 
small towns and in the larger cities, 
too, stand big and little Christmas 
trees. 


This is America at Christmas time. 
From almost every church the great 
voice of practicing choirs floats 
down the streets — and this year 
again, after so brief a time, the hos- 
annas stride out across the world: 
Peace on Earth, Goodwill Toward 
Men. 


BUCKS COUNTY TRAVELER, DECEMBER, 1951 


“Spare the Rod - - -" 


By Grace Chandler 


was the prime piece of equip- 

ment of the early schools of 
Bucks Cointy. A little learning on 
the part of the schoolmaster was not 
held against him, but it was more 
important that he be possessed of a 
strong right arm and the inclination 
to use it frequently to enforce his 
pedagogical methods. Those were the 
days when the application of a big 
stick to a certain portion of a stu- 
dent's anatomy was thought to stim- 
ulate the mind. 


A ROD of considerable heftiness 


One of ihe first concerns of the 
pioneers when they turned from beat- 
ing back the wilderness and making 
homes was education. In 1693, cleven 
years after William Penn's arrival, 


the Assembly made the teaching of 
every child to read and write an im- 
perative duty. Very gradually the 
schoolhouses multiplied, some of 
them the “little red schoolhouse” of 
song and story, but in this area more 
often built of stone picked vp at the 
site, usually an open field, hence 
“field schools." 

One curious development was the 
octagonal schoolhouse. 'The guesses 
advanced to explain these eight-sided 
buildings vary considerably. One au- 
thority opines that they were built 
in that shape to get as many walls 
as possible under one roof, while an- 
other claims that the design was 
based on the idea that with a stove 
in the center the whole room would 
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be heated more uniformly. Other lo- 
cal historians lean to the conclusion 
that the original builder was lacking 
a few of his buttons. 

Two of the octagonal schoolhouses 
are said to be still standing in the 
county; one near Chain Bridge on 
the Second Street Pike, the other at 
Oxford Valley. 

The field schools, of whatever 
shape, provided little more than the 
rudiments of learning. The school 
term was often but a few weeks be- 
tween crops and “weather” and the 
teachers, being dependent upon the 
fees paid by the parents, who were 
not always convinced that the abil- 
ity to read and write was any aid in 
milking a cow, were of necessity an 


Union Academy, Doylestown, 1803. 
6 


itinerant lot. After the Revolution, 
the State began to lend a helping 
hand to education by granting sums 
of money or the authority to raise it 
by lottery. Neither law nor sentiment 
were against lotteries in that day and 
many a public insitution got its start 
through them. But lotteries were not 
always successful, as the Unior 
Academy, established in Doylestown 
in 1803, rather painfully discovered. 
The Union Academy was the sec- 
ond school above the elementary 
grade in the county and the ninth in 
Pennsylvania. (The first in the coun- 
ty was founded in Newtown, then the 
county seat, in 1798, and by its char- 
ter compelled to educate ten poor 
children each year without charge.) 


! , a 
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It was the first public building in 
Doylestown, which at the time had a 
population of less than two hundred 
souls. The hamlet thus reversed the 
usual custom of building a church 
first, and then “a temple of learn- 
ing.” 

The Reverend Uriah DuBois, pas- 
tor of the Presbyterian congregation 
of Deep Run, in Bedminster Town- 
ship, became the first principal and 
his initial troubles were financial. 
The Legislature authorized a lottery 
and 16,000 tickets were prepared to 
be sold at $2.50 each. Of these, 4635 
were to be “lucky” and pay off in 
prizes ranging from $50 to $3000; the 
rest blank. The lottery dragged on 
for a period of several years and 
when the final accounting was made 
the net gain was but $1,390 over and 
above expenses. The State then 
granted the academy $800 in cash, 
somewhat more than a drop in the 
bucket but not enough to fill it. Al- 
though the school had been in oper- 
ation for five years, a part of this 
windfall from the State was used to 
purchase benches. What the pupils 
had been sitting on, if anything, is 
not recorded. 


The Union Academy became a 
boarding school as well as a day 
school, an inducement being that the 
Bethlehem and Easton mail coaches 
ran through Doylestown twice a week. 
In 1823, a “female department” was 
opened in spite of some firmly ex- 
pressed opinions that it “was un- 
seemly for the fair sex to bend their 
frail physiques over books.” 
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At about the same time the Union = — 


Academy was established in 1803, a Christmas 
classical school was opened at Bridge 

Point (now Edison) by a Scotsman ri 
named McGreggor. The family made Groce les 
up the faculty, the father teaching > 
Latin and Greek, the daughters set- Candies 
ting forth the intricacies of mathe- . 

maics and the mother attending to Gifts 
matters of etiquette and deportment. Open Every Day 
This school became quite famous for Christmas Week 
the excellence of its training but All Day Christmas 
came to a full stop when the entire өөө 
family suddenly and mysteriously 

disappeared and were never heard of Young’s 
again. 


A noted teacher of the day, George Rich Hill Store 


Murray, established a boarding school Old Bethlehem Pike 

for boys in Doylestown about 1829 Tel. Quakertown 180-R-1 
which earned a splendid reputation. 
Mr. Murray worried constantly about 


"sparing the rod" and the alleged 
results from doing so. A whipping 
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cured both unruliness and stupidity, 
in his opinion. 

Numerous schools for “select la- 
dies” run by gentlewomen and for 
“young gentlemen” run by older ones 
were launched from time to time, 
sailed jerkily for awhile and then 
sank, leaving few ripples on the rec- 
ords. The Ingham Female Seminary, 
named for Samuel D. Ingham, a 
Bucks Countian who served as Secre- 
tary of the Treasury under President 
Jackson, was started in 1837 at the 
corner of East Court and Pine streets 
and the following year moved to a 
building erected for it at Broad and 
Mechanic streets (now occupied by 
the Presbyterian Manse.) The name 
of a famous man was not enough to 
make it a success. Thomas Hughes, 
a schoolmaster from Scotland, ran a 
school on East State street about 
where the Bell Telephone building 
now stands; Silas M. Andrews built 
a frame schoolhouse in the yard of 
his home on the northeast corner of 
Broad and State streets, specializing 
in the dead languages. One that 
stood the test of time for several dec- 
ades was the Doylestown Seminary 
on what is now West Court street, 
between West and Lafayette streets. 
Co-educational, the school was 
founded in 1867 and by 1872 could 
boast of 200 day and boarding pupils. 

It was in that year that the Linden 
Female Seminary, which grew out of 
a school for girls started n the Ma- 
sonic Hall, moved into a fine new 
building on Maple avenue (now an 
apartment house.) Its catalogue ex- 
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pressed its purpose “to fit young 
ladies for a true adornment of the 
home and social circle. to prepare 
them early with correct principles of 
action, and to guide them safely to 
Eternity." 

000 

Credit should be given for the 
long rifle brought to Bucks County 
by the immigrants of Palantinate 
Germany. It was a true weapon 
and with it the Indian fighters be- 
came marksmen. 

When a pioneer went out with a 
long rifle and a dozen charges he 
came back with that number of 
game or the unused bullets. 

It was with this weapon that the 
sharpshooters of the Revolutionary 
War were armed and these sharp- 
shooters were largely Scotch-Irish 
pioneers. 


THE COVER 


The old wood cut of Santa Claus 
appeared in a magazine published 
in 1861. Directions for making: 
Take five large pine cones, two for 
the arms, two for the legs and one 
for the body; glue them together, 
and wind them around with wire. 
Cut the boots out of wood, set them 
on a block, sharpen the upper ends 
and insert in holes bored in the legs. 
Glue the head and hands of an or- 
dinary jointed doll on the body and 
arms, make the beard and hair of 
flax and fit a fur cap on the head. 
Put dry moss around the waist to 
hide the wire. Make the basket of 
paste board and the bag of net. Put 
a miniature Xmas tree in his hand. 
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The Abraham Reeser 


In 1743 Joseph Unthank апа his 
wife Ann, Quakers, took title from 
the Penns for 133 acres of forest 
along Cook's run, here he built him- 
self a log cabin the annals of the 
Quaker History tells us, and it was 
here that the brethren gathered for 
worship and meetings—at least those 
who dwelt in these parts too far from 
the Richland Meeting House. 

However it was not long afterwards 
that Joseph Unthank sold his prop- 
erty to Abraham Resser, and moved 
to the Carolinas, where in those days 
the Indians proved to be less trouble- 
some. 

Records show that this took place 
in 1755, when Abraham Resser was 
just 22 years old, a husky farmer, 
eager to start life by building for 
himself a sturdy home of stone 
Bringing forth from his memory the 
traditions of the old world, he used 
clay mixed with chaff and hogs bris- 
tles as a binder for mortar betwee? 
the stones. The surrounding forests 
supplied him with walnut, cypress, 
pine, maple, oak, the kinds of woods 
to help construct this strong five- 
room house. 


A huge chimney rising from th» 
center of the roof, reveals; with it» 
downward course into the kitchen, ғ. 
fireplace with an opening of for* 
feet high, seven and a half feet across, 
while the lintel, a large бак beam 


11 


Horne House 


measures 8 feet across, 21 inches 
high, and 18 inches deep. In the back 
wall of this fireplace there is an 
arched opening or firing hole, which 
leads into the adjoining room where 
there once stood a Five Plate Stove, 
or Jamb Stove with its religious 
scenes and inscriptions as can be 
seen in Dr. Henry Mercer's book en- 
titled "The Bible in Iron." 

Another interesting feature of this 
room is the two adjacent half doors, 
very often mistakingly called barn 
doors—this is a typical German door 
which Abraham Reeser copied from 
his remembrance of the peasant 
houses in Germany—these doors be- 
ing split into two parts horizontally 
were originally meant to keep the 
animals out and the children in- 
doors. The old hand wrought char- 
coal iron hardware is still intact, now 
quite thin and shiny from constant 
contact with the human hand. 

It has been related by some of the 
older folk who remember living in 
this house as small children, that 
large logs were chained to a horse 
and dragged into the kitchen, and 
rolled into the fire place, while the 
horse was lead out through the oppo- 
site doorway. 

Most of the beams in this home are 
unusually large and handsomely 
beaded, these were to be left exposed, 
in one room however the beams are 


BUCKS 
very crude and full of nail holes. Here 
again clay mixed with hog bristles 
and chaff were used as plaster and 
held in place with hand made lath 
and hand made nails, the latter very 
scarce at that time. 

Abraham Reeser did not lose his 
love for European architecture for 
in the living room of this dwelling he 
built, the only one of its kind in the 
entire house, a casement window, sta- 
tionary at the top with two four 
paned frames opening inward. These 
original 1756 frames with old glass 
panes and tiny wrought iron hinges 
are still intact and preserved for 
posterity. 

The old paneled, four shelved wall 
cupboards or safes are still in place 
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along with paneled and batan doors 
and original spiral stair cases. The 
kitchen was built directly on the 
ground, but the other rooms on the 
first floor boast wooden flooring. 

History tells there were disgruntled 
Indians in the neighborhood and this 
is probably why Reeser built the walls 
of his home 22 inches thick. This too 
must have been his reason for laying 
a flag stone cellar around the edges 
of which originally ran a small spring 
where no doubt his good spouse kept 
her food stuffs cold—thus in times of 
strife she was not forced to cross the 
creek to get drinking water from the 
spring hovse. 

Mr. Reeser must have been a man 
of some means judging by the num- 


98 
ч 
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ber of window panes, for under Presi- 
dent John Adams, second President 
of the United States, the home own- 
ers were taxed for each window pane 
in his home—to raise revenue for a 
threatened war with France—from 
this sprang a rebellion remembered 
as the Fries Rebellion or as the “Hot 
Water War.” The house wives banded 
together and decided, under the urg- 
ings of John Fries, to greet the tax 
assessors with pails of hot water. 

Upon examination of the door lead- 
ing into the cellar one might be led 
to believe that Mr. Reeser perhaps, 
had a liking for other things to sip 
besides the cold spring aqua which 
he so cleverly led into the cellar— 
for this door is hung on a double set 
of hinges allowing it to be swung 
open wide, most likely to allow the 
passage of barrels and hogs heads of 
what? 

In 1794 Abraham Reeser's son Ab- 
raham II took upon himself a wife, 
one Magdalena Bechtel. It is believed 
that Abraham Reeser I died in 1791 


and no doubt his widow encouragec 
her son to marry and remain by he: 
side to continue operating this farm. 
Soit was that in 1794 an addition was 
built onto the 1756 house. This union 
was to produce another generation of 
Reesers among whom was Mary, 
known as Polly Horne, who married 
David L. Horne, thus it was that their 
son, Abraham Reeser Horn, came into 
being in 1834, to become a noted edu- 
cator, minister, newspaper editor, au- 
thor and the founder of a well known 
Academy. 

This property at one time boasted 
a huge lolg barn, log blalcksmith 
shop, outdoor smoke house, spring 
house, bake oven along with a cider 
press of such great proportions that 
it required a horse to turn the huge 
hand carved screws to press the juice 
from the apples. These buildings dis- 
appeared gradually as various ten- 
ants used them for fuel, we have been 
told. (A wonderful cider press of the 
above description can be seen, still 
in working condition, in a frame barn 
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along the highway leading towards 


the north 3 miles from Bath, Pa., on MIRIAM K STEELY 
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The Santa Claus Myth 


A myth is a fiction framed uncon- 
sciously. In the myth we have man’s 


serious endeavor to interpret the 
meaning of his surroundings and of 
his own actions and feelings. Man 
wondered before he reasoned. 

There is the philosophical myth, 
the historical myth, myths of obser- 
vation, nature myths, etc. There was 
the Roman myth of Aeneas, his mis 
fortunes, his wanderings and his set- 
tlement in Italy. But the Santa Cllaus 
myth— well, that's different. 

In the first place Santa Claus is 
not Santa Claus in all climes and 
countries. This kind old gentleman is 
Santa Claus in Holland, but he is 
Santi Klaus in Switzerland, Niklo in 
Austria, Holy Man in Tyrol, Knecht 
Clobes in Flanders, Sonner 


Klas, 
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Klas, St. Nicholas, the Yule 
Swain and Befana in other countries. 

Dawson, writing of Santa Claus, 
says “it is an old English legend that 
was transplanted many years ago on 
the and that it 
took root and flourished with won- 
derful Santa Claus, 
St. Nicholas, the kind patron saint 
of the juveniles, he says, makes his 
annual appearance on Xmas eve for 
the purpose of dispensing gifts to all 
good children." 


Zanni 


shores of America, 


luxuriance, or 


Santa Claus is supposed to be a 
queer little creature that descends 
the chimney viewlessly, in the deep 
hours of the night, laden with gifts 
and presents which he bestows with 
no sparing hand. But the Lapps take 
no such small and narrow view of 
their Santa Claus. Their Yule Swain 
is 11 feet high and rides on a goat. 
He appears on St. Thomas’ day (De- 
cember 21) and continues his visits 
till Xmas eve, when he disappears, 
no one knows where. 


It would never occur to you that 
under those oft ал ге skies of Italy 
the equal suffrage idea flourished 
long ago. Despite the fact of their 
fervent worship of the Madonna, it 
was a real surprise to find that their 
Santa Claus was a woman. Only her 
name is Befana, and she is a sort of 
wandering Jew and Santa Claus com- 
bined. She is the good fairy who fills 
the childlren’s stockings. But there is 
also a tradition that characterizes he) 


st 
act 
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as a diligent housewife. When the 
three wise men of the East passed 
on their way to offer homage to the 
infant Savior, she was too busy 
sweeping to go to the window, and 
said she’d see them as they returned, 
but, unfortunately, they never re- 
turned, but went another way and 
she has been watching for them ever 
since. It seems too bad to mix a Santa 
Claus up with such a tale, but it 
serves a purpose, for they say she is 
also used as a bugbear for the little 
ones by Italian mothers. 

Kris Kingle is a corruption of 
Christ Kindlein (the infant Christ), 
who is supposed to descend the chim- 
ney with gifts for good children and 
birch rods for the naughty. But the 
name by which the children of most 
nations revere this kind benefactor 
is St. Nicholas. All countries do not 
celebrate on the same day. Some take 
St. Nicholas day, December 5. The 
children of southwest Austria call it 
the festival of St. Nicholas; the Aus- 
tria children have no other Christ- 
mas. Their ceremony is unique. A 
youth who possesses the necessary re- 
ligious knowledge dressed in long 
white vestments, with silk scarf and 
furnished with a miter and crosier, 
goes forth, accompanied by two an- 
gels, young men, dressed very much 
like English choristers, but with silk- 
en scarfs, each one bearing a basket, 
followed by a whole troupe of devils, 
with blackened faces, horns, pig 
snouts, and any other monstrous dis- 
tortion that the ingenuity of boyhood 
can devise. The troupe are girt with 
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chains, which they shake and rattle 
vigorously. St. Nicholas visits the 
houses and enters with the angels, 
while his swarthy followers are left 
to play their pranks outside. 

One by one the children are called 
up and examine] by the saint. Simple 
religious questions, suited to the age 
of each child, is proposed, and after- 
ward they repeat prayers and hymns. 
If a child fails it must step aside, 
and if it succeeds, the angels present 
it with nuts and apples. Then the 
devils are called in and allowed to 
tease the naughty children. They 
dance and cut up antics and try to 
blacken the faces of the elder girls. 
When the children go to bed they 
place dishes or baskets on the window 
sill, in which St. Nicholas leaves 
gifts. 

This Austrian way is much cleaner 
and far more comfortable and con- 
venient of their Santa Claus than the 
American way of ascending to the 
housetop and coming down a sooty, 
little chimney, through the smoke 
and flames. And it doesn't require 
nearly so much exertion on the chil- 
dren’s part, wondering how he does 
it, nor on the parent’s part, to ex- 
plain a probable way. 

In Chambers’ “Book of Days” he 
tells us who this St. Nicholas really 
was. He belongs to the fourth century 
of the Christian era, and was a native 
of the city of Patara in Asia Minor. 
So strong was his emotional tenden- 
cies, even from infancy, that, we are 
gravely informed, he refused to take 
his Mellin’s food, or whatever he fed 
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on, each Wednesday and Friday, the 
fast days appointed by the church. 
Perhaps no saint has enjoyed a 
greater popularity. He has been 
adopted as the patron saint of the 
Russian nation. In England no fewer 
than 372 churches are named in his 
honor. He is the especial guardian of 
women, children, sailors. Scholars 
are under his protection, and he even 
is said to be honored among thieves. 
There are two special celebrated leg- 
ends regarding this saint. The first 
one runs thus: A nobleman in Patara 
had three daughters, but was so sunk 
in poverty that he could not provide 
them with marriage portions, and 
was on the point of abandoning them 
to a sinful course of life. St. Nicholas, 
on hearing the story, went at night 
to the home of the nobleman, and 
seeing an open window ,threw a purse 
of gold at the feet of the father. This 
act he repeated, till the third night 
he was caught by the nobleman, who 
fell at his feet with many prayers of 
gratitude. But the saint made him 
promise to tell no one—hence this 
detaileldl account, 1600 years after. 
From this act of his sainted majesty 
of scattering his gold, arose the cus- 
tom of the elder members of the fam- 
ily, bestowing gifts on the children 
in their shoes or stockings on the an- 
niversary of St. Nicholas' birthday. 
The other legend was: A gentleman 
of Asia sent his two sons to be edu- 
cated at Athens, but in passing 
through the town of Myra told them 
to call on the archbishop (St. Nich- 
olas) and receive his blessing. The 
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young men, arriving late in the eve- 
ning at Myra, deferred their visit to 
St. Nicholas till next day, and put up 
at an inn. The landlord murdered the 
boys and cut up their bodies and 
placed them in a pickling tub with 
some pork to hide his guilt. But the 
archbishop was warned in a vision, 
and, going to the inn, accused the 
landlord, who confessed and took the 
bishop to the pickling tub. The bishop 
prayed and made the sign of the 
cross and the boys sat up alive in the 
tub of brine and were restored safely 
to their father. Is it any wonder he 
is called the patron saint of children. 

On St. Nicholas day in ancient 
times a singular ceremony 1564 to 
take place. This was the election of 
the boy bishop who from that day to 
Innocents' day, December 28, exer- 
cised a burlesque episcopal jurisdic- 
tion. It prevailed generally through- 
out English cathedrals. Edward I, 
on his way to Scotland in 1299, is said 
to have received in solemn audience 
the boy bishop. 

St. Nicholas is the Santa Claus of 
the Germans and Hollanders. In Hol- 
land his day is December 6, and is 


celebrated by giving gifts. In Ger- 
many St. Nicholas is supposed to be 
the servant of the Christ-child, who 
appears on December 6 to inquire of 
the behavior of the children, giving 
nuts and apples to the good children 
and switches to the bad. 

How the change from December 6 
to December 25 came about has very 
many explanations, one of which de- 
serves mention for its curious origin- 
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ality: The conception of the Virgin 
Mary was supposed to have taken 
place on the day corresponding to 
the creation of the world, which must 
have been March 25, as on that day 
their length is equal--*And the eve- 
ning and the morning was the first 
day." 

Before Christianity came to Brit- 
ain December was called Aerra Geola, 
because the sun then turns his glori- 
ous course. The pagans then held 
their festivals of rejoicing, so the 
ancient customs connected with these 
feasts and frolics were modified and 
made subservient to Christianity. 
Some of the English even tried to 
serve Christ and the pagan gods to- 
gether. Roedwald had a Christian and 
pagan altar facing each other in the 
same royal temple. 

Pope Gregory tried to accommodate 
the ceremonies of the Christian wor- 
ship as much as possible to those of 
the heathen. 

And now, what shall we tell our 
little ones about the reality of Santa 
Claus? “There seems to be a period 
in the evolution of a child when he is 
given to personifying his ideas." The 
Christmas gifts are so beautifully 
real, surely Santa Claus is real, too. 
It is an ideal of goodness and love 
and generosity that cannot bvt make 
them better children. If they ask is 
there really a Santa Claus, we can 
say, *Some people say there is," but 
let them believe while they can, for 
they all outgrow it soon enough. As 
has been written “We need not shock 
the child's mind by suddenly disillu- 
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sioning him. The child will overcome 
in later years the superstition of a 
literal acceptance of the story and 
will preserve the poetry of it.” To take 
away his belief in a Santa Claus is 
to rob him of one of the greatest joys 
and one of the most democratic ideals 
of childhood. 


Richland township was called as 
early as 1715 the “Manor of Rich- 


land,” though the name of Great 
Swamp was more generally applied 
to this section by the early settlers. 
It was made a township before 1727. 
Thomas Penn, the proprietary, in 
1738 had 10,000 acres in the “Manor 
of Richland,” which he mentions as 
being worth F 15 per 100 acres, and 
35 miles distant from Philadelphia. 


Send the Bucks County Traveler 
to a friend. It is a sure way to make 
him remember you. 
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Some readers have identified as 
the Mennonite Bishop, John Ober- 
holtzer, the rugged, elderly man 
whose photograph appeared in the 
November, 1951, issue of The 
Traveler, on page 61. One subscriber 
said it was John Fries, a leader in 
the tax rebellion in this area 150 
years ago. But Fries died in the 
first quarter of the 1800s, and a 
photograph of him seems improb- 
able. A later, and perhaps соп- 
will 


clusive, report on the picture 
appear in a later issue. 
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Dr. Arthur 
Edwin Bye 
By Walter Hare 

Something absut Dr. Arthur Ed- 
win Bye, the new president of the 
Bucks County Historical Society, 
seems appropriate, at this time. We 
think our readers would be interested 
in what we wrote about him, in the 
Philadelphia Evening Bulletin, June 
7,1939. The purpose is to reveal to 
Bucks Countians especially the qual- 
ity of this historically-conscious man, 
artist and art expert, and the kind of 
work he has done. 

The scene was the Union League, 
one of Philadelphia's great clubs. Dr. 


Cenk W 


CUSTOM - MADE 


measured and installed 
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gation. 


shades that give you the right light, that fit 


your decor, your budget. 
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Bye was at work there, іп 1939. An 
interviewer found him scouring the 
League’s much-admired painting, 
“The Combat,” by the Belgian artist, 
Eugene J. Verboeckhoven  (1798- 
1831). He was using a wad of cotton 
saturated with alcohol and tt rpen- 
tine. 


As the cleanser took effect, one of 
the two bulls battling across the 
canvas changed color from muddy 
y:llow to white. A murky Sky above 
the struzgling animals turned azure, 
under Dr. Bye's vigorous rubbing 
Then, gradually, all the painting's 
original coloring emerged and Dr. 
Bye remarked: *Now we are really 
seeing Verboeckhoven's artistry." 


INDOW SHADES 


CARR'S FURNITURE STORE 


266 S. Main St. 


Doylestown, Pa. 
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“Linseed oil had turned this paint- 
ing yellow. Who gave it that dress- 
ing of linseed? A janitor, perhaps.” 

Dr. Bye then had a year’s com- 
mission to clean and restore the 
Union League's entire collection of 
158 oils. His background was former 
curator of paintings at Memorial 
Hall, Fairmount Park; member of 
the artist colony of the New Hope 
section, lecturer at the Philadelphia 
Museum and School of Industrial 
Art, restorer for Princeton Univer- 
sity. 

Portraits of many celebrities of a 
by-gone day, presidents, generals, 
governors, nearly all the leading fig- 
ures in American history, were "face- 
lifted” at the League by Dr. Bye in 
his restoration work. 


A room there was converted into 
an artist’s work shop. Ranulph Bye, 
young son of Dr. Bye, was assisting 
his father at the League, helping to 
take down the canvasses and doing 
other things. The younger Bye is a 
recognized artist today in his own 
right. 

Under Dr. Bye's process, the Lea- 
gue paintings, some over a century 
old, got a washing with trichlorethy- 
lene, or with alcohol and turpentine 
Some paintings were varnished 
others were removed from their 
frames and treated with adhesiv: 
mixture of melted beeswax and ba! 
sam copaiba. This compound was 
pressed with a hot iron through the 
back of the painting until it pene- 
trated the face. The Greeks more 
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than 3,000 years ago mixed beeswax 
with their colors as a sealer and pre- 
ervative, Dr. Bye explained. 

Among the League paintings which 
he restored to something of their 
pristine appearance were Thomas 
Sully’s equestrian of Washington, 
John Neagle’s Henry Clay, a portrait 
of General Meade, by Daniel Ridg- 
way, and one of Lincoln, by E. D. 
Marchant. 

Sully’s canvass of President Will- 
iam Henry Harrison was one on 
which Dr. Bye worked. Harrison 
died of pneumonia, April 4, 1841, 
after one month in the White House. 

A Lincoln painting by Xanthus 
Smith, born in Philadelphia in 1839, 
was another job of restoring. Other 
paintings by the same artist at the 
League show the engagement be- 


tween the Monitor and Merrimac, 
and “Sinking of the Alabama,” by 
the Kearsarge. Xanthus Smith died 
in 1929 at his home in Edge Hill, near 
Glenside, in his 91st year. 

The collection of paintings on 
which Dr. Bye worked at the League 
spell the history of the nation and 
its famous men. His commission 
there was recognition of his skill and 
knowledge in the field of art. 

Dr. Arthur Edwin Bye is widely 
known as a portrait painter, expert 
on American primitive paintings, and 
restorer of paintings. His parents and 
grandparents were born in Bucks 
County. He was born in Philadelphia, 
studied art at the Philade lphia Mu- 
seum and in Paris, later attended the 
University of Pennsylvania and 
Princeton. “Byecroft,” his home at 
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Holicong, has been in the Bye famiiy 
since 1699. His son Ranulph Bye 
paints in pastel and water color. His 
"Washington Crossing Inn" at Wash- 
ington Crossing, Pa., is one of the 
featured iliistrations by artists in a 
hand-lettered style cook book pub- 
lished by the Woman's Auxiliary of 
Trinity Chapel, Solebury, Pa., in 1950. 

By inheritance and inclination, Dr. 
Bye is so minded historically that his 
leadership of the Bucks County His- 
torical Society must inevitably extend 
its influence, aims and purposes. 

An interesting and understandable 
discussion of the methods of restor- 
ing old pictures, by Dr. Bye, was 
given by him at a meeting of the his- 
torical society, at Doylestown, May 
7, 1532, It appears in volume 6 of the 
society's pulbications of papers. 
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The first dish washing machine. 


An old wood cut, 


29 


BUCKS COUNTY TRAVELER, DECEMBER, 1951 


LABOR SAVING 
GADGETS OF OLD TIMES 
By Fred A. Krauss 


Looking over old records, and 
learning stories about “ye olden 
times,” they impress one as having 
been rather rugged. But they were 
happy days, too, even though there 
were none of the labor saving gadgets 
and plenty of back-breaking work in 
order to keep going properly. 

We have conjured up from memory 
visions of the household utensils and 
other articles used in the home and 
outside. So here goes, and see how 
many you can remember. Some of 
these are obsolete, others out-moded, 
but still in use as ornaments or ex- 
hibits: 

Candlesticks 

Candles 

Spinning Wheels 

Apple Butter Kettles 

Open Hearths 

Apple Parers 

Ewer and Pitcher 

Candle Molds 

Candle Snuffers 

Flatirons 

Coffee Mills 

Butter Churns 

Fat Lamps 

Coal Oil Lamps 

Hitching Posts 

Carriage Whips 

Flynets 

Shaving Mugs 

Coal Oil Lanterns 

Straight Razors 

Carriages 

Wagons 


Sleighs 

Ox Yokes 
Figure-Four Traps 
Fly Traps 

Grain Cradles 

Hour Glasses 

Feather Beds 

Cigar Store Indians 
Handle Bar Moustaches 
Hearing Horns 

Mo: stache Cups 
Bootjacks 

Wooden Bathtubs 
Key-Winding Watches 
Trade Dollars 

Leather Boots 

Shoe Scrapers 
Watering Troughs 
Flails 

Celluloid Collars 

Sun Dials 

Red Flannel Underwear 
Bamboo and Ebony Canes 
High Button Shoes 
Feather Fans 
Cuspidors 

Mounting Blocks 
Linen Dusters 

Pen Wipers 

School Slates 

Hickory Switches 
Bustles 

Snuff Boxes 
Autograph Albums 
Long Beards 

Andirons 
Four-Posters 

Congress Gaiters 

Tar and Feathers 
Dirty Shirt Hiders 


Old-Fashioned Courtesy 
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Here They Are Welcome 


(By Martha Hill Hommel) 


Welcome House is a child welfare 
organization offering foster home 
care for Asian-American children 
referred to as “unadoptable” by so- 
cial agencies working in the adop- 
tion field. 


During the last two decades the 
increasing acceptances of adoption 
as part of our social system has 
greatly alleviated the problem of 
the homeless child of normal back 
ground. However, among the chil- 
dren still considered *unadoptable" 
are those whose blood is partly 
Asiatic. Rejected by American 
families because of prejudices 
against dark skin, “slanting” eyes 
and the like, they are equally reject- 
ed by their oriental relatives be- 
cause “tainted” with western blood. 
At Welcome House such Asian-Am- 
erican children can live in a fam- 
ily atmosphere, never more than ten 
children in any one house, in an in- 
tellectually stimulating environ- 
ment. 

The idea of Welcome House origi- 
nated with Pearl Buck, the world 
famous author. Having lived many 
years in the Orient, written exten- 
sively about it and having interested 
herself, together with her husband, 
Richard J. Walsh (President of the 
John Day Publishing Company of 
New York), in the progress of the 
Orient and our realtionship with it, 
it was inevitable that she should 
from time to time be approached 
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by Social Agencies as well as priv- 
ate individuals regarding satisfac- 
tory disposition of Asian-American 
children which came under their 
surveilance. Recognizing the futile 
aspects of handling these Asian-Am- 
erican child problems in an individ- 
ual haphazard manner she broached 
the idea of Welcome House to her 
husband and to Mr. and Mrs. Ker- 
mit Fischer, of Doylestown Town- 
ship, all were enthusiastic and 
therefore determined to proceed 
with Welcome House. Pearl Buck 
and Mr, Walsh are the parents of 
five adoptive children, Mr. and Mrs. 
Fischer have so far adopted three. 
Both families have had experience 
with Asian-American problems, Sev- 
eral other families have undertaken 
to give substantial annual contribu- 
ions and a sponsoring committee 
composed of these has been formed. 
Sponsoring Committee, Pearl S. 
Buck, President; Mr. and Mrs. David 
Burpee, Mr. and Mrs. Kermit Fisch- 
er, Treasurer and Secretary; Mr. 
and Mrs. Oscar Hammerstein, II, 
Mr. and Mrs. Leonard L. Kalish, 
Mrs. Walter Stocklin, Mr. Richard 
J. Walsh, Vice-President; Staff, Dr. 
Harriet J. Davis, Pediatrician; Mrs. 
Lloyd R. Yoder, House Mother. 
Welcome House is a non-profit 
corporation for the care of Asian- 
American children of high intellectu- 
al capacity from any part of the 
United States. Contributions to 


BUCKS COUNTY TRAVELER, DECEMBER, 1951 


The children in 
this sleigh are the 
five adopted children 
belonging to the 
Walsh family, taken 
some years ago. 
They are now about 
14 years old—except 
for the little girl in 
the bonnet, this is a 
God-child and 
daughter of the au- 
thor of this story. 


Pear! 

Buck 

and Two of 
the We!come 


House 
Children 
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Welcome House are deductible in 
computing income tax. 


Welcome House conducts a Thrift 
Shop in Doylestown at 17 West 
State Street, under Kenny's News 
Store. Everything sold from this 
shop is for the benefit of Welcome 
House. 


The original Welcome House is a 
large Pennsylvania - German type 
stone farm house on fifteen acres of 
ground in the lovely countryside of 
Bucks County near the village of 
Dublin. Here eight children of 
Chinese-American, Indic-American, 
Japanese-American and  Korean- 
American background are now living 


with house-parents Mr. and Mrs. 
Lloyd R. Yoder. A “Second Wel- 
come House" was opened in the 


spring of 1951 at Lansdale, in Penn- 
sylvania's Montgomery County, some 
fifteen miles away. Here two Asian- 
American children are living under 
the care of Mr. and Mrs. Henry 
Ruth. Welcome  House's eleventh 
child was recently accepted for 
adoption in a private family, an 
event which marks another mile- 
stone of progress in Welcome House 
activities, 


Recently Rev. and Mrs. Shissler, 
a young minister and his wife of 
Williamsport, Pa. сате to Mr. and 
Mrs. Richard Walsh and said they 
would like to have some of their 
children for their own. So Bobbie 
and Billie were selected, Bobbie a 
tiny Filipino-American, only newly 
born and little Billie, three years 
old, who spoke only Chinese. Both 
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of these little boys have a fine 
heredity of intelligence. 

To quote Mr. Richard J. Walsh, 
“Bobby Lee is our original seven- 
year-old, this year in second grade. 
He has grown into a well-adjusted 
and satisfactory boy, and if ever we 
doubted the wisdom of Welcome 
House, Bobby Lee would be the an- 
swer. When we look back to last 
Christmas, and see our boy now, we 
know that Welcome House is right. 
There is a joy in seeing our children 
grow and develop and overcome the 
difficulties of other years. I wish 
that every one could understand and 
experience the same joy. 

“Some folks say, Weicome House 
was started only several years ago, 
but I believe it really began in the 
broken heart of a wonderful woman, 
who discovered that a certain very 
dear little child was never to grow 
up.” 


“Sez Little Amy” 


Id like to be a Christmas tree 
That spreads from shore to shore, 
With branches loaded down for kids 
Whose Santa missed their door. 

D. E. F. 
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Ruth Ikeler 


Gads About New Hope 


Dropped into the Craft Shop and 
found shelves and tables overflowing 
with wonderful Christmas decora- 
tions. Gossamer butterflies for your 
tree or holly wreath. Angels in all 
sizes — in red, gold, or silver foil. 
Snowflakes of glittering plastic 
beads, no two alike (as is quite proper 
for snowflakes). 

Many and various gifts: colorful 
tiles, decorated with Pennsylvania 
Dutch and other designs—so nice for 
placing under hot dishes; brilliant 
scarves; Mexican chairs — small-fry 
sie... And much, much more. 

* $ ЕЈ 

New Hope is known primarily for 
its artists (John Sharp, John Folins- 
bee, Paul Flegel, Paul Croswaithe, 
Bill Ney, Charlie Evans—to mention 
only a few). But the town hes its 
literary men too, and recently they've 
keen much in the public prints. 

Last month John Pfeiffer, free- 
lance science writer, had a piece on 
uranium hunters, in the New York 
Times magazine section. Same issue, 
in the children’s book section, there 
was a review of “Chico,” a new juve- 
nile by Eda and Richard Crist, for- 
mer residents. Walter Teller, one- 
time partner in Gazette, wrote a re- 
view for the book section of the 
Times the week previous. 


Fred Walker, of Mechanic Street, 
does a news and opinion column for 
the Hunderton Democrat, plus a na- 


ture column. And Allen Ward, New 
York newspaper man who some 
т1оопѕ ago came here to write a novel, 
is currently engaged in editing and 
publishing Gazette. 

> * Й 

At the Charles Fourth Gallery we 
found Christmas cards by Cobean 
and Steig, also ceramic ashtrays with 
Christmas tree designs, interesting 
highball glasses with silk-screened 
decorations, and foot-long matches in 
metal holder for lighting logs in fire- 
place. 

Two artists showing currently at 
the Fourth: Wesley Lea, of French- 
town, N. J., who also shows at the 
Downtown Gallery in New York, and 
Jean Charlton. Both men are ab- 
stract - representational, Charlton 
perhaps more so than Lea. 

Ф 13 Ei 

New Hope - Solebury High School 
observed Book Week with a talk by 
P. Alston Waring, author of Peacock 
Country. Peacock Country is a 
charming collection of sketches of 
India—stories Waring first told to his 
children, later published for adults. 


* * * 


We celebrated Book Week by stop- 
ping at the Delaware Bookshop for 
ideas for a gift for a hard-to-please 
friend. Virginia Clarke, who owns the 
place, showed us the new looseleaf 
Better Homes and Gardens Handy- 
man's Handbook, which will delight 
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Quakertown Trust Company 


A Complete Banking and 


Fiduciary Service 


Quakertown, Pa. 


MEMBER FEDERAL DEPOSIT INSURANCE CORPORATION 


Colonia? Convalescent Howe 
Quaker ocn, Pa. 


COLONIAL CONVALESCENT HOME 


MRS. MARGARET C. IRVING, OWNER 
For Chronic, Elderly and Convalescents 


24 Hour Nursing Care Reg. Nurses in Attendance 
Private and Semi Private Rooms 


1408 W. Broad St. Quakertown 1170 Quakertown, Pa. 
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any gentleman who likes to build or 
repair things. In the same category, 
a book on building modern furniture 
—ask Virginia to show it to you. 

Also were intrigued by a display of 
Inez McCombs’ sea shell jewelry: a 
lovely necklace, a pair of earrings, a 
pin—all lovely pieces to give or own. 
Inez spent quite a lot of time in the 
Virgin Islands, has studied native 
crafts, and her shell work is superior 
to any other we've seen. 

George Remaily has a one-man 
show in the Bookshop gallery. 


Drove out the old Windy Bush to 
see Mrs. Marie Allison's new house—- 
designed by her architect brother-in- 
law, Antonin Raymond. Japanese 
touch in the sliding doors, made of 
thin layers of paper, and sliding wall 
which separates the two bedrooms 
The doors, incredibly light, had to 
be imported from Japan. 

Country-house-modern in feeling, 
the house has a large field-stone 
fireplace in the living room, with the 
entire south wall of glass framing a 
n agnificent view. Much of the furni- 
ture is built-in, which helps give the 
room an uncluttered look. Ray Large, 
of New Hope, constructed the built- 
ins. 

Here too, as in the Phillip Bour- 
nerf house, the kitchen is accessible 
to the living room, and Mrs. Allison 
is able to prepare a meal and enter- 
tain conversationally at the same 
time. Beautiful, glowing woods are 
used in both the interior and ex- 
terior of the house, and sive much 
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$6.00 Worth of Records 
FREE 


With the Purchase of a 


RCA VICTOR 


Player or Phonograph 


The Record Shop 


307 W. Broad St. Quakertown, Pa, 


BOSTONIAN 


SHOES FOR MEN 


Y, tality 
SHOES FOR WOMEN 


Famous Steady-Stepper 
Goodyear Welts For Children 


BROWN’S 


132 East Broad St. 
QUAKERTOWN, PA. 
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of the warmth that modern often 
lacks. 

Mrs. Allison, who spent many years 
in Japan as a teacher, is sponsoring 
a reforestation project for that coun- 
try. Schools, Scouts, and other or- 
ganizations send money to Japan, 
where trees are purchased for Japan- 
ese school childlren to plant. Thus, 
through cooperation between Ameri- 
can and Japanese children, interna- 
tional understanding is strength- 
ened. 


For food-minded friends, try a gift 
from the Gourmet Shop. A set of 
six French casseroles (the kind that 
look like miniature frying pans) 
and a jar of herbs, would make a 
lovely gift for any one. Other ideas: 
a complete line of Droste’s chocolate, 
from cocoa to candy; also a complete 
line of cast iron casseroles, just in 
from France, in fire-log red; plus 
exotic foods. 


TO THE EDITOR: 
To the Editor: 

I read with interest your account 
of the ghost of the lost corpse in 
the vicinity of the Elephant Hotel 
and Haycock Mountain. 

Since it is unlikely that there 
would be two active ghosts in this 
area, I am inclined to think this is 
the one which shows up occasionally 
at my home on Lower Creek road, 
near Weisel. 

This ghost acts in a rather un- 
usual manner. 


OIL BURNER 
USERS 


USE OUR FUEL OIL FOR REAL 
WINTER TIME SATISFAC- 
TION. THE QUALITY IS HIGH, 
THE PRICE IS RIGHT, THE 
SERVICE DEPENDABLE. 


A Happy Yuletide 
To All 


Meck’s 
Taxi 
Service 


Clean — Prompt — Courteous 


Phone 514 


Genevieve Yarn Shop 
MINERVA—BERNAT YARNS 
HOOKED RUGS—NEEDLE POINT 
Instructions in Knitting Free 
303 W. Broad St. Phone 202 


He tramps around —————————————————— 
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in the attic late at night in a noisy 
fashion, which is most annoying at 
times. When any living human be- 
ing approaches, he stops the noise 
and presumably disappears, since no 
member of my family has seen him. 
Once or twice he has been heard 
prowling on the second floor of the 
house, and on one occasion he was 
heard outside making a tremendous 
fuss as if rattling chains. 


The visits have tapered off lately, 
and it may be that the ghost has 
become better acquainted with our 
family and is being more consider- 
ate. 

S. G. THOMPSON. 


000 
Editor: 

In 1946 among a heap of discard- 
ed family papers there was found a 
bill dated June 10, 1793, rendered 
by Adam Weaver, a shoemaker of 
Bensalem Township, Bucks County, 
to John Swift, Esq. The bill was 
written on half a sheet torn from an 
old ledger. The paper in 1793 was 
then about 100 years old, as the NR 
watermark proved. The watermark 
was that of Nicholas Rittenhouse, 
son of William Rittenhouse who 
built the first paper mill in Am- 
erica in 1690. 

A READER. 
000 
Dear Editor: 

With reference to a tall case clock 
made of walnut and signed Henry 
Wismer, Bucks Co., Pa., an inquirer 
learned that Henry Wismer was 
making clocks in Plumstead Town- 
ship, Bucks County, Pa., the first 
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quarter of the nineteenth century. 
He died in 1828 and is buried in the 
Mennonite cemetery, Vineland, On- 
tario. 
MISS. 
000 
Dear Editor: 

A remarkable record as a clergy- 
man was accomplished by Joshua 
Yeager. Memoirs of him prepared 
and published by the Rev. Dr. A. R. 
Horne, in 1889, mention that Mr. 
Yeager was pastor of the Evangeli- 
cal-Lutheran church at Friedens- 
ville, betwen Center Valley and 
Bethlehem, from 1831 to 1885, fifty- 
four years. Adding to this the period 
he served the congregaton as assis- 
tant to his father, the Rev. Johann 
Conrad Yeager, who had organized 
the Saucon Friedensville) congrega- 
tion in the 1790's Joshua Yeager 
preached at Friedensville more than 
58 years. 

He was pastor of the Schoeners- 
ville Church over 53 years. He 
served at Lehigh Church, in Lower 
Macungie, 43 years. He organized 
the Rittersville Church in 1842, and 
preached there until 1885. Besides, 
he served Jerusalem Church in Sal- 
isbury from 1843 to 1883, Macungie 
from 1856 to 1867, and Hecktown, 
Northampton County, from 1832 to 
1842. 

His acts: 

Entered the ministry in 1827. 


Children baptized 6,859 
Confirmed 3,875 
Communed 50,000 
Buried 2,763 
Married 2,000 
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Rev. Joshua Yeager was born 
September 23, 1802; died August 1, 
1888. 

W. S. Н. 
000 
Editor: 

I recall a sale on the premises of 
the late Miss Mary E. Green at the 
northeast corner of Main and West 
Broad streets, Quakertown, on Sat- 
urday, April 14, 1928. Miss Green 
was the daughter of Richard R. 
Green. She and her father and her 
grandfather, William Green, who 
were storekeepers, the latter being 
the first postmaster of Quakertown, 
successively occupied е brick 
dwelling and store at that corner, 
after it was erected in 1805 by her 
grandfather, William. 

One hundred and twenty years 
later Miss Mary Green was living 
on the homestead. When she died, 
the Quakertown Trust Co., as ex- 
ecutor, arranged a public sale there. 

Joseph Stauffer was auctioneer. 
The real estate sold included the 
store, the dwelling and store house 
known as “Liberty Hall,” frame barn 
and other out-buildings, and an 
accumulation of years of furniture 
and antiques. “Liberty Hall” today 
is regarded as Quakertown’s oldest 
house. It is shown on a map of 
1767 as belonging to J. Foulke. 

Miss Green’s father operated the 
store at the corner from 1847 until 
his death in 1892, except for an in- 
terval of four years, 1857-1861. He 
was a member of the first Borough 
Council of Quakertown. 


H. W. SWENTZER. 


Editor: 

The article in September issue 
about Strawntown Inn concerns my 
ancestor, Daniel Diehl, who built 
this inn. He is my great-great- 
grandfather. One of the Bucks 
county histories says he built, lived 
and died there. 

For several years I have been 
searching for his birth date and 
death dates. If you learn anything 
more about the inn please publish it. 

Mrs. Reba M, Moyer, 
Perkasie 
га like to be a little worm 

Worms have so much spunk 
Obstacles in life to them 

Are just a lot of bunk. 


— 


THE LOCATION OF 


WELCOME HOUSE 
EN е7 Youn 


PENNSYLVANIA 
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Fly Farm, Established in 1760, 
Now Solebury Prep School 


By Florence Walker 


During a blizzard on a February 
day in 1926 papers were signed which 
delivered the old Ely farm, on Sole- 
bury Road near New Hope, to the 
Solebury School for Boys. The real 
estate agent was the late George H 
Ely, who had formerly owned the 
farm, and was now acting as agent 
for the present Michener owner. The 
Ely farm was established by an Ely 
in 1760, and it remained under Ely 


until 1918 when Mr. 
George Ely sold it to the Singmas- 
ters. It was there that Elsie Singmas- 
ter wrote her famous Pennsylvania 
Dutch stories, 

Dr. Arthur Washburn, Julian 
Lathrop, Robert Shaw and Laurie 
York Erskine, all school masters, with 
the vision of a school which would 
answer all the needs of a boy in his 
adolescence, saw that the great stone 


cwnership 


Solebury Sehool was the old Ely farmhouse on Solebury Road, 
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barn on the Ely Place could be re- 
modeled into a boys’ dormitory with 
room left for members of the 
faculty, some classrooms and a gym. 
The farm house would make a gra- 
cious center for living and also pro- 
vide additional classrooms, a library 
and sleeping quarters. In the fall of 
1926 the Solebury School for Boys 
was established there, having moved 
from its beginning quarters on the 
present Mueller Place. The Solebury 
School is no longer a school for boys, 


over 
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having acquired the Holmquist School 
for Girls, together with its buildings 
and campus, a mile down the road, 
it now the Solebury School, a 
co-educational preparatory school. 
Mrs. George H. Ely, now living in 
New Hope, spoke with warm pleasure 
of her early married life on the 
Ely Farm. Settling back in her chair, 
11 


is 


her own living room, one recent 
afternoon she spoke of coming to the 
Ely Farm as a bride in 1902. She said 
she was glad faith had been kept with 


Mr. Robert Shaw, assistant 


bury School, talking with student 
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headmaster and one of 
in front 


Sole 


the founders of the 


of original kitchen fireplace. 


BUCKS 
the horse in maintaining its origina! 
character. The beamed ceilings and 
old stone fireplaces and windows, and 
the broad board floors are all there. 
‘The fireplace with the oven for the 
baking of the bread is still intact in 
the basement. Mrs. Ely's old parlor is 
even now a little parlor for the use 
of the students. It is charmingy fur- 
nished in antiques and its original 
fireplace serves again as it did long 
ago. The large and beautiful old 
kitchen fireplace still is used in the 
room where students and teachers 
now meet for study and consultation. 
The same finely proportioned win- 
dows, styled in the English tradition, 
look out over the pond where the 
ducks swim until the skaters take 
over in mid-winter. 

The founders of the school saw the 
pcssibility of a large kitchen and din- 
ing room in the carriage shed, and 
so today that building, remodeled in 
keeping with the old farm hovse, 
serves the bungry teen-agers, and on 
New Hope’s Open House Day each 
May is used to serve tea to the sev- 
eral thousand visitors. The stone 
barn was remodeled and equipped to 
provide the comfortable dormitory 
for the boys, classrooms, a heater 
room and the *Old Gym," now the 
play room, Solebury having recently 
built a handsome new gymnasium. 

Fine old trees, which must have 
been planted to shade the house by 
an Ely about 1760, form a pleasant 
place of shade and greenery for the 
Solebury graduation exercises each 
June. 
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Chalfont 
Miller 


In 1835 a fire destroyed the grist 
mill in Chalfont that was owned by 
George Eckhart. 

Eckhart was not a practical miller 
and entered into an arrangement 
with a practical miller living in Hill- 
town to operate the mill. He did a 
lucrative business. Оп Saturday 
nights after the mill shut down for 
the week, the money chest was 
brought out from its hiding place and 
the owner and the miller, by candle 
light, would count its contents and 
divide the money equally. 

Then, with the gold and silver coins 
in one end of a double pouched meal 
sack and a week’s supply of flour in 
the other end to balance it, the 
miller would sling his bag over his 
shoulder and with lantern in hand 
set out on his walk of six miles to his 
Hilltown home, to return on foot the 
following morning. 

This arrangement continued for a 
number of years. Both men died 
wealthy as wealth was accounted in 
those days. 


WAYNE FEEDS S & R FEEDS 


S & R FEED CO. 


FLOUR — FEED — GRAIN 
FERTILIZERS — SEEDS 
Grinding & Mixing 
All Kinds of Salts 


Phone Quakertown 445 
Quakertown, Pa. 
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Pennsylvania Dutch 


Recipes 


CHRISTMAS CHARLOTTE RUSSE 

1 large angel cake 

1 tablespoon plain gelatine 

1$ cup cold water 

% cup boiling water 

2 cups whipping cream 

15 cup sugar 

1 teaspoon vanilla 

12 marshmallows finely cut 

18 candied cherries cut fine 

6 macaroons crushed 

Red and green gum drops 

Remove the inside of the cake 
leaving a case for bottom and sides. 
Soften the gelatin in cold water. 
Add boiling water. Stir until dissolv- 
ed. Add sugar. Whip cream until it 
holds shape. Add flavoring. Add gel- 
atine mixture slowly beating until 
stiff. Carefully fold in the marsh- 
mallows, cherries and macaroons. 
Pile lightly in cake shell. Chill. Gar- 
nish with gum drops. и 

PFEFFERNUSSE 

8 cups flour sifted 

1% cups dark molasses 

1 cup water 

Peel of an orange dried and pow- 

dered 

% cup lard 

1 teaspoon cloves 

1 teaspoon cinnamon 

1 teaspoon allspice 

Mix together all the ingredients 
but the flour and bring to a boil. 
Chill thoroughly, and then gradually 
add flour and knead into a smooth 
dough. Let the dough stand for two 
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hours. Roll very thin and cut into 
medium-sized round cakes. Bake at 
350° until light brown and well dried 
out. 


Merry Christmas 
To Everybody 


WALTER’S ELECTRIC 
SERVICE 


Quakertown, Pa. 


Quaker Maid Pastry Shop 
BAKERS OF QUALITY 
MICHAEL KAISER, Prop. 
Sixth and W. Broad Sts. 


Quakertown, Pa. 
Phone Quak. 786 


A NEW 


KNAUSS 


SMOKE HOUSE 


FARM STORE 


Opened Next To Trainer's 
Route 309 
Try Our Special 

Ready To Eat Hams 
SMOKED TURKEYS 

SMOKED DRIED BEEF 
SMOKED SAUSAGE 

All our Smoked Products Produced 
by Our Own Special Process 


E. W. KNAUSS & SON 


Quakertown, Pa. 
We have made hickory smoked 
hams since 1902 
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GEORGE NAKASHIMA: 
TENET AND TOOLS 
by Bern Ikeler 


“Disappointment or success—a man 
ought to be above them both,” says 
George Nakashima. “They're unim- 
portant. Only the egotist lets either 
of them affect him.” 

Hard doctrine. Few men have the 
right to put it forth, without looking 
shamefaced. George Nakashima, 
however, does have the right. For 
George has hit at least one tough 
spot. 

Some fifteen years ago, George dis- 
covered that he was in the wrong 
profession. Having spent much time 
and effort in studying architecture 
(at the University of Washington, 
M. I. T. and the American School of 
Fine Arts in Fontainbleau, France), 
he was an architect. Moreover, he 
was a good one, with a reputation on 
both the East and the West coasts. 

Then, in 1937, he went to India to 
construct a large, modern building 
outside Madras. To his surprise, he 
found that he was to be construction 
foreman as well as architect. And the 
job of construction foreman involved 
teaching native laborers how to bend 
steel, make high-test concrete. 

Completion of the building took 
three years. During that time, George 
learned what was wrong with his 
chosen profession. Says George: “The 
Madras job showed me that an ar- 
chitect is at the mercy of materials— 
that he can design only in set pat- 
terns because methods of handling 
materials are so hard to change.” 
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Quite a bump. But George simply 
returned to the U. S. with an iron 
determination to give up architec- 
ture until he should find himself in 
a situation where he might fuse ex- 
terior design, construction, interior 
decorating, and landscaping into one 
significant art. 

Here the success story begins 
though George practically forbids use 
of the term). In 1942 George began 
to design and build furniture, using 
no machinery because he had none. 
Since his furniture was simple, free 
of pseudo-sophistication — neither 
undernourished modern nor sawed- 
off antique—it caught the eye of con- 
noisseurs. Today, George has a well- 
equipped shop, on Windy Bush Road, 
near New Hope. 

George takes life’s low spots grace- 
filly, and the high ones, too. Try to 
talk with him about the Philadelphia 
Art Alliance’s exhibit of his furniture 
last month: hell tell you less than 
you could have read in the news- 
papers. 

But he'll describe in detail the mer- 
its of the Oriental handsaw he uses, 
a gadget that cuts on the pull rather 
than the push stroke. 


CHRISTMAS CANDLE 

Here is а fat, long-burning 
Christmas candle you can make in 
your own kitchen. For longest burn- 
ing always empty out the pool of 
liquid wax which forms in the center 
before relighting. 

Materials needed: 

Two packages paraffine from your 

grocer 
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A length of soft cotton wrapping 
twine 

A 10-cent store saucepan 

An egg beater 

A kitchen knife 

Directions: Melt two of your eight 
slabs of paraffine in the saucepan. 
Do not allow the wax to become 
overhot and smoking. When melted 
dip one of the remaining six blocks 
of paraffine into the hot wax and 
immediately lay it flat upon an- 
other block; do this until three of 
the slabs are sealed together. Then, 
double the wrapping twine, cut to 
proper length for a wick and lay it 
straight upon the uppermost of the 
three sealed slabs. Lay the remain- 
ing three slabs upon the wick. You 
now have a basic candle consisting 
of six blocks of paraffine sealed to- 
gether. 


ЛЕЕ 
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To trim the candle: When the 
melted paraffine has cooled until it 
shows white on the surface of the 
saucepan, whip it with an egg beat- 
er until it looks like stiffly whipped 
cream. Tipping the candle by the 
wick, use the knife to frost the 
whipped wax onto the candle. Trim 
it into a rough surface, covering 
sides and top. Trim the wick top 
and bottom. 


Rey. Ethan Osborn 


Rev. Ethan Osborn was born in 
Litchfield, Conn., August 21, 1758 and 
died in the one hundredth year of 
his age. (He was the great, great, 
great grandfather of Mrs. Arthur 
Treffemger, nee Simpkins of Quaker- 
town, Pa.) 
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The records of Mr. Osborn’s early 
life are few. In the year of 1822 hav- 
ing been pastor of his church for 
more than thirty years he gave to the 
congregation an account of his life. 

He was eighteen years of age when 
the colonies were in the second year 
of their struggle for independence, he 
enlisted with a company of volunteers 
and served throughout the dark- 
est periods of the war, 1776-77. 

He was with General Washington 
in the retreat through Bucks County 
to Valley Forge. In his personal rec- 
ollection of the war he remembered 
that the winter had set in early in 
1777. The roads were covered with 
snow and ice. An order had been 
given to cross through Bucks County 
a fortnight before Christmas. At 
night the soldiers lay down on wet 
and cold earth or sat until dawn 
around camp fires. Sentinels pacing 
in the snow on the outposts took 
off their caps and stood on them to 
save their feet from freezing. 

Sometimes there was nothing to 
eat but rotten salted herring and men 
were often seen to snatch the dough 
of half baked cakes. He heard one 
day the deep voice of Washington in 
solemn prayer, and he was deeply 
touched and says he felt there could 
be no failure of a cause led by such a 
man. 

Ethan Osborn entered Dartmouth 
College previous to his enlistment, 
probably when he was seventeen, but 
his education was interrupted by the 
temporary breaking up of the College 
in consequence of an invasion from 
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Canada. This produced a delay in his 
studies, as he did not graduate until 
1784. 

In 1786 he received his license to 
preach. He was ordained in Decem- 
ber 1789, and accepted a call to the 
old stone Presbyterian Church at 
Fairfield, N. J., across the Delaware 
river from Eucks County. 

The Osborn Memorial Church was 
named and dedicated at Cedarville, 
N. J. in May 1890, in his honor. 


Pineville 
The Pines 


Pinetown 


A village on the line between 
Wrightstown and Buckingham town- 
ships at the junction of Windy Bush 
Road and Mill Road with Durham 
Road. The village was first named 
The Pines, from four pine trees 
which, according to the story by 
Heston J. Smith, stood each on one 
side of the old country school house 
erected in 1768 at the intersection of 
Durham and Mill Roads. The school 
house disappeared more than a cen- 
tury ago, but one of the old pines 
still casts a feeble shade over a 
near-by dwelling house. The curious 
old lease for the school grounds was 
executed by George Newburn for 
the mutual accommodation of chil- 
dren of Wrightstown, Buckingham 
and Upper Makefield townships “for 
the full time the Walls of a certain 
House now building on said Land 
shall by them (the Trustees), their 
Heirs and Assigns be thought suffic- 
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ient to bear a Roof,” the yearly 
rental to be one pepper-corn. The 
village was known as The Pines un- 
til after 1800. It has been stated 
that it was named Pinetown at the 
beginning of the nineteenth century, 
but there seems to be no authority 
for the statement. In a New Ameri- 
can Atlas, by Henry S. Tanner 
(1825), it is marked Pineville. The 
Post Office was established June 22, 
1832, under the name of Pineville, 
with Samuel Tomlinson as first 
postmaster. Pineville is the center 
of a rich farming district. 


Phillips Mill 
Named for Miller 


A hamlet in the northeastern Sole- 
bury township on Delaware River 
Road, midway between New Hope 
and Centre Bridge. It was named 
for the grist mill erected near the 
mouth of Phillips Creek in 1756. This 
mill stands on the old Joshua Ely 
tract in what was known as the 
Valley of Primrose. Joshua Ely, born 
at Trenton, N. J., March 10, 1704, 
came to Bucks county in 1737 and on 
December 12 of that year leased 400 
acres of land in central Solebury 
from William Blakey. In 1751 Ely 
bought the land from Blakey’s heirs 
and later increased his holding by 
purchasing 125 acres south of his 
residence. In 1755 Ely conveyed to 
his son-in-law, William Kitchen, 110 
acres of the original tract, lying 
principally on the east side of the 


(Continued on Page 50) 
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SERVICE 
DIRECTORY 


TODD'S RAG RUGS 


-N 
HAND-MADE RAG RUGS—Made an 
special size. Woven or oval. Any col- 

er. Only ve best workmanship. 


OOT 1 
QUAKERTOWN SALES MARKPT. 


SPORTING GOODS 
— AEN M 
JOHNNY SMOLL’S 
SPORTMAN'8 SHOP 
Broad 


406 St., 
Phone 1308-W. Quakertown, Pa. 


CHILDREN’S WEAR 


THE CHILDREN’S SHOP carries a 
complete lines of children’s wear from 


infants to — 
12 E. BROAD ST. 
Phone Quakertown 938. 


GIFTS 


QUAKER DISPLAY MART. Gifts 
for all occasions Items of beauty for 
home and garden 

ROUTE 308 à W. BROAD ST. 
Phone 770. 


SEWING MACHINES 


Bought, Sold and Repaired. Stream- 
line your old machine in a modern 
cabinet and install a motor. Easy to 
run. 


WILLIAM AMEY. 
244 W. Broad St. 


Tel. after 5.30 p. m. 
Quakertown 498-R. 


769-M. 


FULLER BRUSHES 


COMPLETE LINE of brushes for 
every possible need. Floor cleaners, 
тах, polish for every use. Telephone 


HAROLD D. REED, 
15 8. Eleventh St., Quakertown. 


PAPER HANGING 


LET ME DECORATE our rooms 
with the new, beautiful and sensational 
1951 wallpapers. Bon-Ton, Asams, Unit- 
ed, Shoemakers and others. Free es- 


timates. 
F. KIRKPATRICK, 
Phone Quakertown 170-R 


ADVERTISE IN THE TRAVELER 


————————————— 
KEHR's RUG SHOP 


Come out and check our prices, be- 
fore you buy a rug or wall to wall car- 
pet. Largest selection in the North 
Penn. Lowest prices on all nationally 


advertised brands, such а Gulistan, 
Firth, Columbia Mills, Artloom and 
Morgan Jones. Remember our low 


overhead is. what saves you money. 
1> mile south of Sellersville on Route 
709. Open Tuesday through Saturday, 
1 to 9 P. M. 


PHONE SELLERSVILLE 4158, 
WHERE TO EAT 


FOR TASTY SANDWICHES or 
lunches come to the Main Street Res- 
taurant. Home cooked platters, Open 


every day. 
9 SOUTH MAIN ST.. 
Quakertown, Pa. 


THE ANGLE BAR 


The New Luncheonette 
Corner 7th and Broad Sts. 
Try our special platter at noon. 
Sandwiches—Hoageys—Steaks 
Angleburger Special Sandwich 


VISIT THE BUSH HOUSE RESTAU- 
RANT for excellent food. Cool pleasant 
dining room. Entrance on West Broad 
Street. 


175 BRICK TAVERN INN for real 
home cooking. Steamed clams our spec- 
inlty. 4 doz. for $1.00. Reserve meals 
served family style. Reasonable prices, 

PHONE QUAKERTOWN 57-R-3. 


WINDOW CLEANING 


EXPERIENCED window cleaners for 
private homes, stores, factories, 
QUAKER WINDOW CLEANING 
SERVICE, 
Telephone Quakertown 394-R-11. 


A FANCY 


FRUIT BASKET 


Makes a Most 
Acceptable 
Xmas Gift 


SERNOFF’S 


216 W. Broad St. Quakertown 


———————————————S 
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River Road. The following year Kit- 
chen sold to his half-brother, Aaron 
Phillips, the Phillips Mill site on the 
northeast corner of the Kitchen 
tract. There Aaron Phillips immedi- 
ately built the mill, which was own- 
ed and operated for four generations 
of the Phillips family. 


Some years ago, when grist-mill 
days of usefulness were passing, the 
charm of the Delaware valley was 
bringing in a new element—a group 
of appreciative artists, who settled 
in and around the Phillips Mill ter- 
ritory. The pioneer was William L. 
Lathrop, the well-known landscape 


painter. The interests of the new- 
comers are looked after by the Phil- 
lips Mili Community Association, 
which saved the old mill from fall- 
ing into decay and renewed its 
floors. It is now used as a center 
for art exhibitions and other com- 
munity purposes. 


"LINE LEXINGTON LUMBER & MILLWORK CO. 


Phone — LEXINGTON 576 — 577 


Free Estimates From Your 
Material List or Blueprint 
COMPARE OUR PRICES 
Delivery Within 100 Miles 
Open 8 A. M. to 6 P. M. Daily © 
CLOSED SUNDAY 
STORM White Pine, 154” Thick 


SASH Glazed & Puttied 
Overall Price Overall Price 
Size Each 
2074x3954" $3.01 Size Each 


2012x4356 , 3.19 8212x3954" $3.87 


2012x4756” , 3.29 8212x4356" . 4.07 
?0Ylex555&'" , 3.46 3219x179&$" e 4.30 
2416х3954” . 3.29 3212x5555" , 4.62 
241 х4354” ,3.12 3212x593" ,5. 
2416x4756 ,3.59 3212x314" . 
412x5558" , 3.90 3212x6756" Y 
416x595" ,4.07 3249x7156" 
241ex635&' ,4.33 3642x3956" ,4.28 
2812x3956" , 3.46 3612x4355" , 4.19 
281 х4354” ,3.72 3612x4756" . 4.76 
281x4754" . 3.90 3612x555" . 5.30 
2812x5558" ,4.33 3612x5958" , 5.37 
281:х5954” ,4А42 3642x6356" , 5.61 
х6354" , 4.62 3612x6758" , 55 
хб7%%” 84 3642x714" , 


100 STOCK SIZES! 
Those not listed Proportionately 
Priced. Special Sizes Made to Order 


Combination Doors In Stock 
WHITE PINE 144" 
Bronze Screen Inserts 
Glazed Window 
Raised Pane! 
394"x79" ..... 15.50 
| 9012"x81" ......15.75 
3244"x81"  ......16.50 
3214"х85” ...... 17.00 
38'4"x81" ...... 17.00 
34'"x83" ......17.5 


| 2 d 364"x85" ..... 17.50 


Tubular Lock & Hingle Sets $1.86 


2 Panel Doors, Big Value — 434" 
In Stock — $6.45 Thick 
18"x80" — 18"x78" 6.45 


20"x80" or 78" 6.65 
24"x80" or 78" 6.95 
26"x80" or 78" 6.95 
28"x80" or 78" 6.95 
30"x80" or 78" 6.95 


32"x80" or 78" 1.25 


50 


Є“ E. ~ m etm 


AND SAVE моне 


On Station Road in QUAKERTOWN 
Everything you eat, wear or use 
under one roof! 


SAVE on Top Quality 


GROCERIES, MEATS, 
PRODUCE, CLOTHING, 
HOUSEHOLD NECESSITIES 


Complete Satisfaction 

or Your Money Back! 
SHOP AT THE SIGN OF 

THE JOLLY QUAKER MAN 


Ss 


Plenty of Entertainment at the 


THE BUCKS COUNTY TRAVELER. Publication office, 
312 West Broad Street, Quakertown, Penna. 
Subscription Price $2.00 a Year — 25c a Copy 


DIMMIG ELECTRIC 


Will 


GIVE 
HIM A 


Allow Up To $7.50 For Your 


: | 
СЭ СЭ ELECTRIC SHAVER 


240 УУ. Broad St. Quakertown 


OPEN EVERY NIGHT TILL CHRISTMAS 


